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Dereirs Entrepreneur:

Are You a Human
Banza

BoostUp

DIME

Detroit Materials
Fusion Coolant Systems
FutureNet Group
Grand Circus
GreenlLancer
GuardHat

|C Datacom
iRule
LevelEleven
Lunar Labs
MakerOS
NextCAT
Passage

Quikly

fial and lnvestment: Community,

reach | influence

Sentinl

Service.com

Skillo

SPLT

StockX

The American Mountain Co.
UpTo

Waymark
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A majority of venture capital firms in Michigan have active investments in
startup companies in Detroit. In addition, there are five venture firms

headquartered or with an office in the Detroit area. These venture firms

represent 15% of the firms in Michigan.






“Detroit’'s evolution toward becoming a premier
hub for entrepreneurial and investment activity in
Michigan has been a long time coming. The talent
and networking opportunities in the city provide
new startups a strong base to grow and make an
immediate impact on Detroit's economic
resurgence. We've already seen the positive
impact made by the influx of entrepreneurs
investing in the future, and it's only going to
accelerate going forward. We expect the startup

landscape to continue to grow and define Detroit

as a nationally recognized startup destination.” GABE KARP. PARTNER. DETROITVENTURE PARTNERS



Quikly

is a Detroit-based information technology startup that
offers a digital marketing platform for retailers that
provides limited time deals and discounts. This startup
company secured investment from Detroit Venture
Partners and went on to receive additional support from
Plymouth Ventures. “The investment and expertise from
our Michigan investors was pivotal to our company’s
growth as we matured by enabling us to broaden our
technology platform and bring our clients new
innovations,” said Shawn Geller, CEO of Quikly. This
growing Michigan company currently employs around 30
people in Michigan and.is rapidly building its sales and
marketing teams and continuing to enhance its innovative
technology. “Quikly is a great example of how the
Michigan entrepreneurial community is working together
to foster young, high-growth companies and provide the
resources, capital,.and connections to help them
succeed,” said Kevin Terrasi, Partner at Plymouth Growth
Partners. “We're thrilled to partner with Shawn and the
entire Quikly team.”

Company Spotlights



Lunar Labs

is a Detroit-based mobility startup that offers a pay-as-you-go smartphone service to reduce prices for the average

user. Thls startu pany se ured investment from Techst ) ccelerator and Fontlnahs Venture Partners
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Waymark

Waymark is a Detroit-based information technology startup that offers mobile and online services for creating and
managing digital advertising. This startup company secured investment from Detroit VVenture Partners and North Coast
Technology Investors. Recently, the company won the Gamer Changer award at Google Demo Day where AOL co-
founder Steve Case pledged to invest $100k in Waymark if the company could raise $1M in the next 100 days. This
growing Michigan company currently empleys 22 p€ople in Michigan‘and, with the launch of their new product
Movement, plans to expand in Detroit. “We continue to be inspired'by Waymark’s icreative vision and transformative
approach to digital advertising. It’s no surprise the company has garnered lots of demand in such,a short period of
time, and we’re thrilled to see the national recognition Waymark has received from prominent leaders in the industry.
Waymark is an excellent example of the innovation and momentum that’s emerging from Michigan'’s startup
community,” said Lindsay Aspegren, Co-founder and Partner at North Coast Technology Ventures and Waymark
Board Member.



Why are entrepreneurs and investors attracted to Detroit?

Cost of Living

271%

lower than the national
average, including
housing, food, and
healthcare.!

Easier Commute

23 minutes

On average, Detroiters
spend 23 minutes
commuting, 11% less than
the national average.?

Turnover Rate

17%

The turnover rate among
businesses in Detroit is

17% , 2% less than the
national average.*

1. Sperling's Best Places 2. U.S. Census Bureau

Restaurant Scene

No. 13

In 2016, the city was named
No. 13 on Zagat's list of “26
Hottest Food Cities".

3. Zillow 4. SHRM Human Capital

Consumer Price Index

The measurement of the
change in the prices paid
by consumers over time
for a market basket of
consumer goods and
services, IS

$226

In Detroit vs.

$244

Nationally,
indicating people pay less
on average for goods and

services in Detroit.

Buyers Market

$40K

The median home cost in
Detroit is $40,400 , 80%
lower than the national
average.>

Leisure

No. 9

The New York Times
recognized Detroit as a

top travel destination for
2017.
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Venture capltal in e§ ichigan
support startup companies across a wide
variety of sectors ani 5\ t have a
broad diversity of lea eating a

breadth of opportunities for the people
and businesses in Detroit rrently 43%
of the startup companies .have
rqul&(ed venture capital fu\w ng inthe
region are information techno ology
companies, and/23%are life science
companies. Overb of the startups in
the growing ent#ebrene‘yrlal community.
in Detroit are mobility, business services,
advanced material and manufacturing,

and consumer products'companies.
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VIVCA & MVCA
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